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RELATED PROJECTS: GILA PROJECT
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION

(Act of July 30, 1947, Public Law 272, 80th Cong., 1st sess.)

[PUBLIC LAW 272-80TH CONGRESS]

[CHAPTER 382-1sT SESSION]

[8.483]

AN ACT To relocate the boundaries and reduce the area of the Gila Federal
reclamation project, and for otlier purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congres8 assembled, That for the purpose
of reclaiming and irrigating lands in tIle Sta.te of Arizona and other
beneficial uses, the reclamation project lmown a·s Gila project, hereto-
fore authorized and established under the provisions of the reclama-
tion laws, the Act of June 16, 1933 (48 Stat. 195), and yarious appro-
priation Acts, is hereby reduced in area to approximately forty thou-
sand irrigable acres of land (twenty-five tllousand acres thereof
situated on the Yuma and fifteen. thousand acres thereof within
the North and South Gila Valleys), or such number of acres as can·
be adequately irrigated by the beneficial consumptive use of no more
than three hundred thousand acre-feet of water per annum diverted
from the Colorado River, and as thus reduced is hereby reauthorized
and redesignated the Yuma Mesa division, Gila project, and the Well-
ton-Mohawk division, Gila project, comprising approximately sevent.y-
five thousand irrigable acres of la.nd, or such number of acres as can be
adequately irrigated by the beneficial consumptive use of no more than
three hundred thousand acre-feet of water per annum diverted from
the Colorado River, situate \vithin tue Wellton, Dome, Roll, Texas
Hill, and ared.S, is substituted for the land eliminated from
the Yuma Mesa division and is hereby authorized: Provided, however,
That the waters to be diverted and used thereby, and the lands and
structures for the diversion, transportation, delivery, and storage
thereof, shall be subject to the provisions of theBoulderCanyon Project
Act of December 21,1928, and subject to the provisions of the Colorado
River compact signed at Santa Fe, New November 24,1922:
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.4nd ]Jrooided further, That the above limitations contained in this
section are for the sole purpose of fixing the maximum 8.creage of the
project and shall not be construed as interpreting, a,ffecting, or Inodi-
fying any interstate compa.ct or contract with the States for
the use of Colorado River water or any Federal or State sta.tute limiting
or defining tIle right to use Colorado River water of or in any State;

2. The Secretary is hereby authorized to acquire ill the
of the United States, at prices satisfactory to such Inn<!s, interests
in lands, ,vater rigllts, SlId other property ,vithin or ndjacent to thf'
Gila project, 'Vllich belongs to the Gila Vialley Po\,·('r District or
Moha\vk Water ConserYfltion District. fl.S hf' deeilJS appro-
priate for the protection, devPlopment, or improvcII1.t'nt of said project: .
Provided. hOI"We1}er, That the prices to be paid for th(' la.nds by
the Gila , ..alle:r Po\ver District, of and h£'ret.ofore
appraised at the direction of tIle Comnlissioner of R(lclalnation, for
the faeilities of sait! district a.nd of thp
pal Wat.er Conservation District, of Arizona, heretofore officially
appr8ised at llis request and deternlined by him to be useful to said
project, shall not, in the aggregate, exceed $380,000. fl,lld I10· portion
thereof shall be paid until said districts have made arrange:qlents
satisfactory to the Secretary for the liquidation of tlleir. respective
bonded, "Tarrant, and otiler outstanding indebtednps8.
SEC. 3. The Secretary is hereby authorized, to the extellt., in tIle

nlanner, and on such terms as he deems appropriate for t.he protec.tioll,
development, or improvement of the Gila project, to sell. exchange, or
otller\\7Jse dispose of the public lands of the United Stfl,tes "rithin said
project, the lands acquired under this Act, and inlprovements
on any SUCll lands and to lease the same during the presettlenlent
period only, provided such lands shall be disposed of to aetua! settlers
and farmers as soon as practicable; to establish town sites on sucll
lands; and to dedicate portions of such lands for public. purposes.
Contracts for the sale of such lands shall be on a busis that, in the
Secretary's judgment, ,\rill provide tIle return in a reasonable period
of years of not less than tIle appraised value of the la.nd and the
improvements thereon or thereto. Such lands mn.y be disposed of in
farm units of such sizes as the Secretary determines t{) be adequate,
iaking into consideration the of soil, topograpily, location
"'"ith respect to the irrigation system, and such other fae·tors as the
Secretary deems relevant: Provided, Tllat the area disposed of to an
individual shall, so far as practicable, not exceed one hundred and
sixty acres. Sales 00- any individual shall be of not more than one
farm unit. Any sums received by the United States from the disposi-
tion of said lands and improvements shall be c·oyered into the
reclamation fund, and creQited to construction costs.
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SEC. 4. Beginning at such date or dates and subject to such pro-
Yisions and limitations as may be fixed or provided by regulations
,vhich" the Secretary is hereby authorized to issue, any public lands
\vithin the Gila project and any lands acquired under this Act shall
be, after dispositiQn thereof. by the United States by contract of sale
and during tIle time SUCll contract shall remain in effect, (i) subject
to the provisions of the laws of the State of Arizona relating to the
organization, government, and regulation of irrigation, electrical,
power, and other similar districts, f;l,nd (ii) subject to legal assess-
ment or by any su('h district and by said State or political
subdivisions tllereof, and to liens for such assessmellts and taxes and
to all proceedings for the enforcement thereof, in the same manner
and to the same extent as privately o\vned lands: Pr0 t'1.°ded, hou'ever,
That the United Stlt1tes does not assume any obligation for amounts
so assessed or taxed: And provided further, That alljY proceedings
to enforce said assessments or taxes shall be subject to any title
then remaining in the United States, to any prior lien reserved to
the United States for unpaid installments under land-sale cont.racts
made under this Act, and to any obligation for any other charges,
accrued or unaccrued, for special improvements, construction, o.r opera-
tion and maintenance costs of said project:

SEC. 5. Not,vithsto,nding any other provision of the general
repayment obligation of any organization which may hereafter enter
into 0. contract with the United States covering the repayment of any
portion of tIle costs of construction of the Gila project may be spread
in annual installinents over such reasonable period, not exceeding

years, us the Secretary may determine. For the purpose of
predicating the repayment obligations of the various lands within
said project on their respective ability, as determined by the Secretary,
to share the burdens thereof, he may provide for the equitable appor-
tionment of said general repayment obligation to the lands benefited on
a unit basis in accordance with the extent of the benefit derived from
the project, the character of soil, topography, and such other factors
as he deems relevant, and he may provide for a systenl of variable
payments under which larger annual payments ,viII be required during
periods of above-normal production or income and lesser annual
payments will be required during periods of subnormal production or
Income:

SEC. 6. Tllere are hereby authorized to be appropriated, from time
to time, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated
such moneys as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this
Act.

SEC. 7. The Secretary is authorized to perform such acts, to nlake
such rules and regulations, and to include in contracts made under
the 8,tlt.hority of this Act such provisions as he deems proper for
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carrying out the provisions of this Act; and in connection with sales
or exchanges under this Act, he is authorized to effect conveyances
without regard to the laws governing the patenting of public lands.
Wherever in this Act functions, powers, or duties are conferred upon
the Secretary, said functions, powers, or duties may be performed,
exercised, or discharged by his duly authorized representatives.

SEC. 8. This Act shall be deemed a supplement to and part of the
reclamation law. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to amend
the Boulder Canyon Project Act of December 21, 1928, as amended
by the Boulder Canyon Project Adjustment of July 19, 1940..
.A.pproved July 30, 1947.
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