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APPENDIX XIII 

MINUTE NO. 218 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE COLORADO RIVER SALINITY PROBLEM 

The Commission met in the office of the Mexican Section in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, at 12:OO m on 
March 22, 1965, to comply with instructions it has received from the two Governments, to consider 
measures "to reach a permanent and effective solution" of the problem of the salinity of the waters of the Col- 
orado River which reach Mexico, as contemplated in the Presidential Communiques of March 16 and June 
30, 1962 and February 22, 1964. 

The Commission reviewed the measures which the two Governments have taken to date to alleviate tem- 
porarily the problem of salinity of waters of the lower Colorado River, and noted the reduction which has oc- 
curred in the salinity of drainage waters from the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District and that 
continued improvement is anticipated. 

The Commission, with the scientific and engineering studies made by both Governments as a basis, 
thereupon adopted the following Resolution, subject to the approval of the two Governments, embodying 
the following Recommendations: 

1 .  That the United States construct at its expense an extension to the present Wellton-Mohawk District's 
drainage conveyance channel, with capacity of 353 cubic feet (10 cubic meters) per second, along the left 
bank of the Colorado River to a point below Morelos Dam, and a control structure in that extension of the 
channel in the reach between Morelos Dam and the mouth of the Araz Drain, which structure would permit 
the discharge of the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage waters to the bed of the river at a point either 
above or below Morelos Dam. 

2.  That the Commission permit execution of the works which may be required for the extension channel 
to pass through Morelos Dam. 

3 .  That the extension channel and control structure proposed in Recommendation 1 be operated and 
maintained by the United States at its expense to discharge all of the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage 
waters below Morelos Dam, except those which are discharged above the Dam on the days and at such 
rates as Mexico may request in writing. 

4. That during the life of the present Minute and subject to the reservations of Recommendation 11, the 
Commission account for Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage waters as a part of those described in the pro- 
visions of Article 10 of the Water Treaty of February 3 ,  1944, with the understanding: a) that on the days 
for which Mexico requests water at the minimum winter rate of deliveries of 900 cubic feet (25.5 cubic 
meters) per second, the United States control waters reaching the limitrophe section of the Colorado River 
so that without including Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage waters, their flows be not less than 800 cubic 
feet (22.7 cubic meters) per second, their average flow be not less than 900 cubic feet (25.5 cubic meters) 
per second for the total of such days during each winter period for which the minimum rate is requested, 
and that the computation of that average flow not take into account flows in excess of 1000 cubic feet (28.3 
cubic meters) per second; and b) that the winter periods in reference extend from October 1 of each year 
through February of the next following year. 
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5.  That throughout the life of this Minute, Mexico schedule water at the minimum rate of deliveries of 
900 cubic feet (25.5 cubic meters) per second, for the maximum practical number of days during each 
winter period, and for not less than 90  days. 

6 .  That the pumping of Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage waters which are to be delivered to Mexico 
above Morelos Dam be coordinated, insofar as practicable, with Mexico's scheduled deliveries of water at 
the northerly boundary in order to minimize the salinity of these deliveries; with the understanding that dur- 
ing the period October 1 to February 10  the United States pump at the maximum rate but not to exceed 
353 cubic feet per second and, insofar as practicable, from the more saline wells in the District, and also 
during other periods when the total quantity of the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage waters is dis- 
charged below Morelos Dam. 

7. That the United States endeavor to conclude arrangements to permit discontinuance of discharge of 
waters from the canal wasteways of the Yuma County Water Users' Association to the bed of the Colorado 
River below Morelos Dam, and if necessary for this purpose, construct and operate, at the expense of the 
United States, works needed so that such waters be delivered near San Luis, Arizona, and San Luis, 
Sonora; that Mexico pay for the increased cost of pumping which may be required to discharge these 
waters to Mexico at the delivery point near San Luis, Arizona, and San Luis, Sonora. 

8. That this Minute be in effect during a period of five years, beginning on the date on which the exten- 
sion to the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage conveyance channel is placed in operation; and that during 
this period the Commission review conditions which gave rise to the problem and in due time recommend 
whether, in keeping with the purpose expressed by both Governments of achieving a permanent and effec- 
tive solution, a new Minute should be adopted to become effective upon termination of this period. 

9 .  That construction by the United States of works contemplated in this Minute be completed and the 
works be placed in operation by October 1,  1965, subject to the appropriation of funds by the United 
States Congress to implement this Minute. 

10. That this Minute be specifically approved by both Governments, 

11. That the provisions of this Minute not constitute any precedent, recognition, or acceptance affecting 
the rights of either country, with respect to the Water Treaty of February 3, 1944, and the general prin- 
ciples of law. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

/s/ J. F. Friedkin 
Commissioner of the United States 

/s/ D. Hen-era J. 
Commissioner of Mexico 

Is /  Louis F. Blanchard /s/ Fernando Rivas S. 
Secretary of the United States Section Secretary of the Mexican Section 



E l  P a s o ,  Texas,: 
J u l y  14 ,  1972. 

The Commission m e t  i.n t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  -- 
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  S e c t i o n ,  i n  E l  Paso ,  ---- 
Texas ,  a t  12:OO o ' c l o c k  noon on J u l y 1 4 ,  --- 
1972 ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  - 
which t h e  two Governments i s s u e d  t o  t h e i r  - 
r e s p e c t i v e  Commissioners  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  -- I u n d e r s t a n d i n g  between P r e s i d e n t  R i c h a r d  --- 

I Nixon and P r e s i d e n t  L u i s  E c h e v e r r i a  ex- --- 
p r e s s e d  i n  t h e i r  J o i n t  Communique o f  J u n e  - 

I 17 ,  1972,  which ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s a l i n -  
1 i t y  problem, s t a t e s ;  ...................... 

"Regard ing  t h e  problem o f  t h e  s a -  - 
U n i t y  o f  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  
E c h e v e r r i a  t o l d  P r e s i d e n t  Nixon t h a t  - 0  

Mexico r e i t e r a t e s  i ts  p o s i t i o n  a s  r e -  - 
e a r d s  r e c e i v i n e  i t s  a s s i g n m e n t  o t  o r i e -  
i n a l  w a t e r s  from t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r ,  t c  
which t h e  T r e a t y  o f  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1944 -- 
r e f e r s ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h  t h e  same -- 

' T o  tliis, P r e s i d e n t  Nixon r e p l i e d  - 
t h a t  t h i s  was a  I i jgh ly  complex problem 
t h a t  needed c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  
a s p e c t s .  He was impressed  by t h e  p r e -  
s e n t a t i o n  made by P r e s i d e n t  E c h e v e r r i a  
and would s t u d y  i t  c l o s e l y .  I t  was h i s  
s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  t o  f i n d  a d e f i n i t i v e ,  -- 
e q u i t a b l e  and j u s t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  --- 
problem at  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  t i m e  - 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  b o t h  n a t i o n s  
a t t a c h  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .  ---------------- 

"As a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n t e n t  
and o f  t h e  g o o d w i l l  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  
i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  h e  was p r e p a r e d  to :  

(a) u n d e r t a k e  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  innne- --- 
d i a t e l y  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  - 
w a t e r  g o i n g  t o  'Mexico; ------------ 

I (Cont inued  on S h e e t  2 )  

COMISION IHTERNACIO!~lAL DE LIMITES Y AGUAS . - . , - -, - i - t i  i .,.. MEXICO 'i i:ST/,SGS Ui<iBC-S 

E l  P a s o ,  T e x a s ,  
1 4 d e  J u l i o  d e  1972. 

W A  NUM. 241. 

tECOMLNDACIONES PARA MEJORAR INMEDIATAMENTE 
A CALIDAD DE LAS AGUAS DEL RIO COLORADO QU 
.LEGAN A MEXICO. .......................... ------------------------------------------- 

La Comisi6n s e  r e u n i 6  e n  l a s  o f i c i n a s  - 
i e  l a  S e c c i 6 n  d e  10s E s t a d o s  Unidos ,  e n  E l  
' a so ,  T e x a s ,  a las 12:OO h o r a s  d e l  1.4 d e  -- 
j u l i o  d e  1 9 7 2 , . d e  a c u e r d o  con  las i n s t s u c -  
i i o n c s  que  10s d o s  G o b i e r n o s  d i e r o n  a s u s  - 
r e s p e c t i v o s  Comisionados e n  v i r t u d  d e l  com- 
i romiso  c o n t r a f d o  p o r  e l  P r e s i d e n t - e  L u i s  -- 
i c h e v e r r f a , ~  e l  P r e s i d e n t e  R i c h a r d  Nixon e n  
su Comunicado C o n j u n t o  d e l  1 7  d e  j u n i o  d e  - 
1972, e l  c u a l ,  e n  r e l a c i 6 n  con e l  probleina 
ie l a  s a l i n i d a d ,  a l a  l e t r a  d i c e :  --------- 
.------------------------------------------ 

"En t o r n o  a 1  problema d e  la s a l i n i -  
dad d e l  R f o  C o l o r a d o ,  e l  P r e s i d e n t e  --- 
E c h e v e r r f a  m a n i f e s t 6  a1 P r e s i d e n t e  Nixo 
q u e  Mfixico r e i t e r a  s u  p o s i c i 6 n  e n  e l  sea 
t i d o  d e  r e c i b i r  la a s i g n a c i b n  a q u c  e e  
r e f i e r e  e l  T r a t a d o  d e l  3 d e  f e b r e r o  d e  
1944,  d e  a g u a s  o r i g i n a l e s  d e l  R f o  Colo-  
r a d o ,  y  e n  c o n s e c u e n c i a ,  c o n  l a  misrna - 
c a l i d a d  d e  las quo  d e r i v a n  d e  l a  P r e s a  
I m p e r i a l .  ............................. ....................................... 

A e s t o ,  e l  P r e s i d e n l ' e  Nixon  c o n t e s t  
q u e  6sCe e s  un prob lema muy c o m p l i c a d o  
que  r e q u i e r e  un m i n u c i o s o  exameii d e  t o -  
d o s  s u s  a s p e c t o s .  Que e s t a b a  in ipres io-  
nado p o r  la  e x p o s i c i 6 n  h e c h a  p o r  e l  P r e  
s i d c n t e  E c h e v e r r f a  y q u e  l a  e s t u d i a r f a  
d e t e n i d a m e n t e .  Que  e r a  s u  d e s e o  s i n c e r  
e l  e n c o n t r a r  una d e f i n i t i v a ,  e q u i t a t i v a  
y j i i s ta  s o l u c i 6 n  a  e s t e  p rob lema,  a l a  
b rcvedad  p o s i b l e ,  p o r  l a  i m p o r t a n c i a  qui 
ambas n a c i o n e s  d a n  a e s t e  a s u n t o .  Que, 
corno una  demos t r a c i 6 n  d e  s u  p r o p 6 s i  t o  y 
d e  la bucria d i s p o s i c i 6 n  d e  E s t a d o s  Uni- 
d o s  d e  Amdrica e n  r e l a c i 6 n  a e s t a  mate-  
r i a ,  e s t a b a  d i s p u e s t o  a: -------------- ....................................... 
A)  Tomar ironedia t a m e n t e  d c t e r m i n a d a s  m e  

d i d a s  p a r a  m e j o r a r  l a  c a l j d a d  d e  l a s  
a g u a s  q u c  vayan  a Mexico. ---------- ------------------------------------ 

(Contint ia  e n  l a  h o j a  2 )  
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(b)  d e s i g n a t e  a s p e c i a l  represe i i ta i - ivc  
t o  begin  work imniediately t o  f i n d  : 
permanent, dcf i ' .n i t ive  and j u s t  so-  
l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  problem; ----------, --------*-------------------------. 

( c )  i n s t r u c t  t h e  s p e c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v i  
t o  submit  a  r e p o r t  t o  him by t h e  -. 
end of t h i s  y e a r ;  ----------------. ----------------------------------. 

(d) submit  t h i s  p roposa l ,  once  i t  h a s  - 
t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t h i s  Government t o  
P r e s i d e n t  Echeve r r i a  f o r  h i s  con- - 
s i d e r a t i o n  and approval .  ---------- ----------------------------------. 
"Pres iden t  Echeve r r i a  s a i d  t h a t  he  

r ecogn ized  t h e  goodwi l l  of  P r e s i d e n t  -- 
Nixon and h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  f i n d i n g  a --- 
d e f i n i t i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem a t  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  t i m e .  He added - 
t h a t  based on two r e c e n t  t r i p s  t o  t h e  - 
Mexica l i  Va l l ey  and h i s  t a l k s  w i t h  f a r -  
mers t h e r e ,  h i s  Government, w h i l e  r e -  - 
s e r v i n g  i t s  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  had dec ided  - 
t o  s t o p  us ing  w a t e r s  from t h e  Well ton- 
Mohawk p r o j e c t  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  purposes  
w h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  r e c e i p t  of  t h e  United 
St-nrns ?rnposal  f o r  a d e f i n i t i v e  so1.u- 
LX&,,* .--..-......-- . L . ,  - ,....,...... - -  ... - ....................................... 

" ~ 0 t h  P r e s i d e n t s  agreed  t o  i n s t r u c t  
t t i e i r  Water and Border Commissioners t c  
p r e p a r e  and s i g n  a Minute c o n t a i n i n g  - 
t h e  above program and conunitments a s  - 
soon a s  possible."  .................... ....................................... --------------------------------------- 
The Commission, on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  --- 

understandings expressed  i n  t h e  J o i n t  Com- 
aunique,  adop t s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  app rova l  of 
t h e  two Governments, t h e  fo l lowing  -------- ........................................... 

RESOLUTION: ........................... 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' a  

1. That ,  commencing on t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  
app rova l  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Minute,  t h e  
United S t a t e s  t a k e  t h e  measures de- 
s c r i b e d  i n  p o i n t s  2 and 3 of t h i s  - 
r e s o l u t i o n ,  t o  improve t h e  qua1 it)? 
of t h e  wa te r s  of t h e  CoI.orue10 River  
made a v a i l a b l e  t o  Mexico a t  t h e  --- 
Nor the r ly  Boundary, which i t  i s  e s -  
ti,mated w i l l  r educe  t h e  s a l i n i t y  of  
such w.tc:rs by a t  l e a s t  100 p a r t s  - 
p e r  mil l . ion a s  a n  annual  mean, ---- 

(Continfia d e  l a  ho1a 1) 

C) S ~ ~ i b d a " i  a. un r c p ~ e s c i i t a n t e  e s p c c i s l  
pa ra  comenzar inmed i a t amen te  l a  ta re :  
d e  e n c o n t r a r  a  este problema una sol: 
c i 6 n  d e f i n i t i v a ,  j u s t a  y permanente. ------------------------------------ 

C) I m p a r t i r  i n s t r u c c i o n e s  a e s t e  r e p r e -  
s e n t a n t e  e s p e c i a l  p a r a  que  I e  someta 
un informe a n t e s  d e  f i n  d e  atto. ---- ------------------------------------ 

D )  T r a n s m i t i r  es ta propues ta, una vez  - 
que haya  s i d o  aprobada  po r  s u  Gobier  
no, a 1  P r e s i d e n t e  Echeve r r f a  p a r a  s u  
cons iderac i f in  y ap robac i6nÃ -------- .................................... 
E l  P r e s i d e n t e  Echeve r r f a  m a n i f e s t 6  - 

que r econoc fa  la buena d i s p o s i c i 6 n  d e l  
P r e s i d e n t e  Nixon y s u  i n t e r n s  por  encon 
t r a r  una so luc i f in  d e f i n i t i v a  a e s t e  p r o  
blema a l a  mayor brevedad p o s i b l e .  An: 
d i d  que,  e n  v i s t a  d e  s u s  d o s  r e c i e n t e s  
v i a j e s  a1 V a l l e  d e  Mex ica l i  y en  s u s  -- 
p l i t i c a s  con 10s campesinos d e  l a  r e -  - 
g i6n ,  s u  Gobierno, r e se rvando  s u s  d e r g  
chos ,  hab fa  r e s u e l t o  d e  j a r  d e  u t i l i z a r  
e n  e l  r i e g o  l a s  aguas  d e  Wellton-Mohawk: 
e n  e s p e r a  d e  r e c i b i r  l a  p ropues t a  d e  -- 
Es tados  Unidos d e  America p a r a  una s o l u  
- 4  A- A - f 4  "i  ti.^:^. ...................... b---- - ----- - ....................................... 

Ambos P r e s i d e n t e s  aco rda ron  i n s t r u i r  
a  s u s  Comisionados d e  L fmi t e s  y Aguas a 
f i n  d e  que, a l a  mayor brevedad p o s i b l e ,  
l e v a n t e n  y s u s c r i b a n  e l  Acta que  c o n t e n  
ga e l  p l a n  y 10s cmpromisos  a r r i b a  men 
~ i ~ n a d o s ' ' ~  ....................................... 
La Cornisifin, basada  e n  10s acue rdos  e x  

r e s a d o s  e n  e l  Comunicado Conjunto,  adop ta ,  
u j e t a  a l a  aprobacif in d e  10s dos  Gobiernos ,  
a  s i g u i e n t e  ------------------------------ .......................................... 

RESOLUCION: ........................... ....................................... 
1. Que, p r i n c i p i a n d o  en  l a  f e c h a  d e  -- 

ap robac i6n  d e  la  p r e s e n t e  Ac ta ,  10s 
E s t a d o s  Unidos tomen l a s  medidas -- 
d e s c r i t a s  e n  10s a p a r t a d o s  2 y 3 d e  
l a  p r e s c n t e  r e s o l u c i 6 n ,  p a r a  mejora i  
l a  c a l i d a d  d e  l a s  aguas  d e l  Rfo Co- 
l o r a d o  que s e  pongan a d i s p o s i c i 6 n  
d c  Mexico en  e l  Lindero  Kort-e, l a s  
c u a l e s  s e  e s t i n i a  que r e d n c i r 5 n  la  - 
s a l i n i d a d  d e  d i c h a s  aguas  cuando rue 
nos  e n  c i e n  p a r i e s  por  mill6r1, e n  - 
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compared w i  f-h t h e  nipan annual  s a -  - 
l i .  n x t y  : o f  t h e  wa te r s  r.ada a v a i l a b l e  
t o  Mexico a t  t h e  Nor the r ly  Boundary 
i n  c a l e n d a r  yea r  1971, under Minutc 
No. 218; such improvement t o  be i n -  
dependent  o f  t h e  improvement i n  --- 
q u a l i t y  which may be achieved by -- 
d i s c h a r g i n g  t o  t h e  Colorado R ive r  - 
below Morelos Dam the  p a r t  of t h e  - 
d r a i n a g e  w a t e r s  from the  Well ton- - 
Mohawk D i s t r i c t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  p o i n t  
5 of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  ------------- ................................... 
That  t h e  United S t a t e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  
o p e r a t e  and ma in t a in ,  a t  i t s  ex- -- 
pense ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  Wellton- 
Mohawk ~ i s t r i c t  Is d r a i n a g e  w a t e r  -- 
conveyance c h a n n e l  and i t s  c o n t r o l  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  pu r suan t  t o  
Recommendation 1 of Minute No. 218. 

T h a t ,  commencing on t h e  d a t e  of  ap- 
p r o v a l  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Minute, t h e  - 
United S t a t e s  d i s c h a r g e  t o  t h e  Co- 
l o r a d o  R ive r  downstream from More- 
10s Dam volumes of d ra inage  w a t e r s  
f r ~ m  the \lo] I t n n - M o h ~ +  k ! s t r i ~ t  8 t  
t h e  annual  r a t e  of lI.8,OOO acre-feet 
(145,551,000 cub ic  me te r s )  and sub- 
s t i t u t e  t h e r e f o r  equa l  volumes of - 
o t h e r  w a t e r s ,  t o  be d i scha rged  t o  - 
t h e  Colorado River  above Morelos -- 
Dam, w i t h  t h e  unders tanding  t h a t  - -  
d u r i n g  t h e  second s i x  months of  --- 
1972, t h e  United S t a t e s  d i s c h a r g e  - 
t h e  volume of 73,000 a c r e - f e e t  ---- 
(90,044,000 c u b i c  me te r s )  of  d r a i n -  
age  wa te r s  from t h e  Wellton-Mohawk 
D i s t r i c t  downstream from Morclos -- 
Dam and s u b s t i t u t e  t h e r e f o r  an  ---- 
equa l  volume of  o t h e r  wa te r s  t o  be 
d ischarged above Morelos Dam. ----- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
That  ~ e x i c o ' s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  d e l i v e r -  
i e s  i n  t h e  l i m i t r o p h e  r each  of  t h e  
Colorado River  be n o t  l e s s  t han  --- 
900 cub ic  f e e t  (25.5 cub ic  m e t e r s )  
per  second,  exc lud ing  t h e  f lows --- 
charged a s  p a r t  of  ~ e x i c o ' s  a l l o t -  
ment under t h e  Water T rea ty  o f  Feb- 
r u a r y  3, 1944, i n  accordance  w i t h  - 
Minute No. 240, f o r  emergency de- - 
Livc r i c s  :a tk,e c i t y  gf yij:afiae ... 

promedio a n u a l ,  e n  coniparaci6n con I 
in ~1!.5.ni.r^.?.< mcdÂ¥?* z n u z l  d c  L'az 
a s  que s e  pus i e ron  a  d i s p o s i c Z  1 
d e  M6xic0, e n  e l  L inde ro  Nor t e ,  en 1 
e l  aflo c i v i l  d e  1971, d e  conformidad 
con e l  Ac ta  Ndm. 218; e s a  me jo r f a  - 
s e r S  independ ien te  d e  l a  me jo r f a  d e  
l a  c a l i d a d  que s e  l o g r e  descargando 
a 1  R lo  Colorado,  aguas  a b a j o  de  l a  
P r e s a  Morelos,  l a  p a r t e  d e  l a s  aguas  
d e  d r e n a j e  d e l  D i s t r i t o  d e  Well ton- 
Mohawk a  que s e  r e f i e r e  e l  a p a r t a d o  
5  d e  l a  p r e s e n t e  r e s o l u c i 6 n .  ------ ................................... 
Que 10s Es t ados  Unidos continfien -- 1 
operando y  manteniendo,  a  s u s  ex- - 
pensas ,  l a  pro longaci6n  d e l  c a n a l  d  
conducci6n d e  l a s  aguas  d e  d r e n a j e  
d e l  D i s t r i t o  d e  Wellton-Mohawk y  s u  
e s t r u c t u r a s  d e  c o n t r o l ,  cons t r u i d a s  
d e  conformidad con l a  ~ e c o m e n d a c i 6 n  
1 d e l  Ac ta  Nfirn. 218. -------------- .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Que, p r i n c i p i a n d o  e n  l a  f e c h a  d e  -- 
aprobaci6n  d e  l a  p r e s e n t e  Acta ,  10s 
Es t ados  Unidos desca rguen  a 1  Rfo Co 
l o r a d o ,  aguas  a b a j o  d e  l a  P re sa  Mor 
l o s ,  volfimenes d e  l a s  aguas  d e  d r e -  
n a j ~  d p l  D i s t r i t o  de  Wellton-Mohawk 
a  r az6n  d e  145,551,000 metros  cfibi- 
cos  (118,000 a c r e s - p i e s )  anua le s  y  
10s s u s t i t u y a n  con volfimenes i g u a l e  
d e  o t r a s  aguas ,  que s e r s n  desca rga -  
dos  a 1  Rio  Colorado,  aguas  a r r i b a  d 
l a  P r e s a  Morelos;  en t end ido  que du- 
r a n t e  e l  segundo s e m e s t r e  de  1972 - 
10s Es tados  Unidos desca rga rSn  un - 
volumen de  90,044,000 metros  cfibico 
(73,000 a c r e s - p i e s )  d e  l a s  aguas d e  
d r e n a j e  d e l  D i s t r i t o  d e  Wcl l ton-  -- 
Mohawk, aguas  a b a j o  d e  l a  P r e s a  Mo- 
r e l o s ,  y  l o  s u s t i t u i r 6 n  con un v o l l  
men i g u a l  d c  o t r a s  aguas  que s e  d e s  
c a r g a r 6  aguas  a r r i b a  d e  l a  P r e s a  Mg 
r e l o s ,  ............................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Que 10s  pedidos  de  agua d e  M6xico - 
e n  e l  tramo l i m f t r o f e  d e l  R io  Colo- 
r ado  no Sean menores d e  25.5 metros  
cdb icos  (900 p i e s  c f ib icos)  por  s e -  
guiido, excluyendo 10s  g a s t o s  que s e  
ca rguen  a 1  volumen a s ignado  a M6xici 
por e l  T ra t ado  d e  Aguas d e l  3  d e  f g  
b r e r o  d e  1944, de  conformidad con e  
Ac ta  N6m. 240, pa ra  l a s  e n t r e g a s  d e  
cincrgcnsia a l a  ciud?.d d c  T i j r a n a .  -..- - - - - -  ----------..---..- 
frnrit-inrtt-i P I ~  1 3  ho ia  41 
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( C o n t i n u e d  from S h e e ~  3) 

5. T h a t ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  - 
P r e s i d e n t  E c h e v e r r i a ,  e x p r e s s e d  i n  
t h e  J o i n t  Communique, t h e  U n i t e d  -- 
S t a t e s  d i s c h a r g e  t o  t h e  C o l o r a d o  - -  
R i v e r  downstream from More los  Dam, 
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  volume o f  d r a i n a g e  -- 
w a t e r s  o f  t h e  Wellton-Mohawk D i s -  - 
t r ic t ,  which d o  n o t  form p a r t  o f  tt 
volume o f  t h e  d r a i n a g e  w a t e r s  r e -  - 
Â £ e r r e  t o  i n  p o i n t  3  o f  t h i s  r e s o -  
l u t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  
t h i s  r e m a i n i n g  volume w i l l  n o t  be  - 
r e p l a c e d  by s u b s t i t u t i o n  w a t e r s *  --  ................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

6. T h a t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  - 
o f  p o i n t  9  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  
Commission a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d r a i n a g e  
w a t e r s  o f  t h e  Wellton-Mohawk D i s -  - 
t r i c t  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  p o i n t s  3 and 
o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  a  p a r t  o f  - - -  
t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  - 
o f  A r t i c l e  1 0  o f  t h e  Water  T r e a t y  - 
o f  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1944. -------------- 
- - - - - - - - - - m e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7. T h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  Minute r e m a i n  i n  - 

e f f e c t  u n t i l  December 3 1 ,  1972. --- ................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8. T h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  Minute be  e x p r e s s -  

l y  approved  by  b o t h  Governments and 
e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  upon s u c h  approv-  
al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

9. T h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Minute  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n y  p r e c e -  - -  
d e n t ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  o r  a c c e p t a n c e  a f -  
f e c t i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  e i t h e r  coun- 
t r y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Water  ----- 
T r e a t y  o f  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1944 ,  and t h e  
g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  law. -------- ................................... 

10. T h a t  t h e  l i f e  o f  Minute No. 218 o f  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary and ---- 
Water  Commission, a s  ex tended  by ex- 
change  o f  n o t e s  d a t e d  November 15 ,  
1971 ,  t e r m i n a t e  on t h e  d a t e  t h a t  -- 
(Cont inued  on S h e e t  5) 

Que ,  d e  conformidad  c o n  l a  d e c i s i 6 n  
d e l  P r e s i d e n t e  E c h e v e r r f a ,  e x p r e s a d  
e n  e l  Comunicado C o n j u n t o ,  10s E s t a  
d o s  Unidos d e s c a r g u e n  a 1  R i o  C o l o r s  
d o ,  a g u a s  a b a j o  d e  l a  P r e s a  More los  
e l  volumen r e s t a n t e  d e  l a s  a g u a s  d e  
d r e n a j e  d e l  D i s t r i t o  d e  W e l l t o n -  -- 
Mohawk, e l  c u a l  n o  forma p a r t e  d e l  
volumen d e  l a s  a g u a s  d e  d r e n a j e  a  - 
que  s e  r e f i e r e  e l  a p a r t a d o  3  d e  l a  
p r e s e n t e  r e s o l u c i 6 n ;  e n t e n d i d o  que  
e s e  volumen r e s t a n t e  no s e r l a  r e -  - 
emplazado p o r  o t r a s  a g u a s  d e  s u s t i t .  

Que, b a j o  l a s  r e s e r v a s  d e l  a p a r t a d o  
9  d e  l a  p r e s e n t e  r e s o l u c i 6 n ,  l a  Co- 
m i s i 6 n  c o n t a b i l i c e  l a s  a g u a s  d e  d r e  
n a j e  d e l  D i s t r i t o  de  Wellton-Mohawk 
a  que s e  r e f i e r e n  10s a p a r t a d o s  3 y  
5 d e  l a  p r e s e n t e  r e s o l u c i 6 n  como -- 
p a r t e  d e  l a s  que s e  d e s c r i b e n  e n  l a  
e s t i p u l a c i o n e s  d e l  A r t f c u l o  1 0  d e l  
T r a t a d o  d e  Aguas d e l  3  d e  f e b r e r o  - 
- - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - -  .. -. - - - - - A  . - 
Que l a  p r e s e n t e  A c t a  permanezca e n  
v i g o r  h a s t a  e l  3 1  d e  d i c i e m b r e  d e  - 
1972,  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Qne l a  p r e s e n t e  A c t a  s e a  e x p r e s a -  - 
mente  a p r o b a d a  p o r  ambos Gobiernos  
y  e n t r e  e n  v i g o r  a 1  s e r  aprobada  po, 
e l l o s .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Q u e  l a s  e s t i p u l a c i o n e s  d e  l a  p r e -  - 
s e n t e  A c t a  n o  c o n s t i t u y a n  p r e c e d e n -  
t e ,  r e c o n o c i m i e n t o  n i  a c e p t a c i 6 n  -- 
que  a f e c t e  10s d e r e c h o s  d e  uno u  -- 
o t r o  p a f s  p o r  c u a n t o  r e s p e c t s  a 1  -- 
T r a t a d o  d e  Aguas d e l  3 d e  f e b r e r o  - 
d e  1944 y  a  10s p r i n c i p i o s  g e n e r a -  
les  de  derecho .  -------------------  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Que l a  v i g e n c i a  d e l  A c t a  Ni5m. 218  - 
d e  l a  Coniisi6n I n t e r n a c i o n a l  d e  ---  
L l m i t e s  y  Aguas,  p r o r r o g a d a  p o r  ---  
i n t e r c a m b i o  d e  n o t a s  f e c h a d a s  e l  -- 
1 5  d e  noviembre  d e  1971,  c o n c l u y a  - 
( C o n t i n d a  e n  l a  h o j a  5) 
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English Text of Minute 242  

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

Mexico, D.F. 
August 30 ,  1973  

MINUTE NO. 242 

PERMANENT AND DEFINITIVE SOLUTION T O  THE 
INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM O F  THE SALINITY O F  THE COLORADO RIVER 

The Commission met at the Secretariat of Foreign Relations, at Mexico, D.F., at 5 :00  p.m. on  August 30 ,  
1973, pursuant to the instructions received by the two Commissioners from their respective Governments, in 
order to incorporate in a Minute of the Commission the joint recommendations which were made to their 
respective Presidents by the Special Representative of President Richard Nixon, Ambassador Herbert 
Brownell, and the Secretary of Foreign Relations of Mexico, Lic. ~ m i l i o  0 .  Rabasa, and which have been ap- 
proved by the Presidents, for a permanent and definitive solution of the international problem of the salinity 
of the Colorado River, resulting from the negotiations which they, and their technical and juridical advisers, 
held in June,  July and August of 1973, in compliance with the references to this matter contained in the Joint 
Communique of Presidents Richard Nixon and Luis Echeverria of June 1 7 ,  1972. 

Accordingly, the Commission submits for the approval of the two Governments the following 

RESOLUTION: 

1 .  Referring to the annual volume of Colorado River waters guaranteed to Mexico under the Treaty of 
1944, of 1,500,000 acre-feet (1,850,234,000 cubic meters): 

a) The United States shall adopt measures to assure that not earlier than January 1, 1974, and n o  later 
than July 1, 1974, the approximately 1,360,000 acre-feet (1 ,677,545,000 cubic meters) delivered to 
Mexico upstream of Morelos Dam, have an annual average salinity of n o  more than 115 p.p.m. Â 30 
p.p.m. U.S. count (121 p.p.m. Â 3 0  p .p .m.  Mexican count) over the annual average salinity of Col- 
orado River waters which arrive at Imperial Dam, with the understanding that any waters that may be 
delivered to Mexico under the Treaty of 1944 by means of the All American Canal shall be considered as 
having been delivered upstream of Morelos Dam for the purpose of computing this salinity. 

b) The United States will continue to deliver to Mexico on  the land boundary at San Luis and in the 
limitrophe section of the Colorado River downstream from Morelos Dam approximately 140,000 acre- 
feet (172,689,000 cubic meters) annually with a salinity substantially the same as that of the waters 
customarily delivered there. / 

c) Any decrease in deliveries under point l(b) will be made up  by an equal increase in deliveries under 
point 1 (a). 
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d) Any other substantial changes in the aforementioned volumes of water at the stated locations must be 
agreed to by the Commission. 

e) Implementation of the measures referred to in point 1(a) above is subject to the requirement in point 
10 of the authorization of the necessary works. 

2.  The life of Minute No. 241 shall be terminated upon approval of the present Minute. From September 
1, 1973, until the provisions of point l ( a )  become effective, the United States shall discharge to the Col- 
orado River downstream from Morelos Dam volumes of drainage waters from the Wellton-Mohawk District 
at the annual rate of 118,000 acre-feet (145,551,000 cubic meters) and substitute therefor an equal 
volume of other waters to be discharged to the Colorado River above Morelos Dam; and, pursuant to the 
decision of President Echeverria expressed in the Joint Communique of June 17,  1972, the United States 
shall discharge to the Colorado River downstream from Morelos Dam the drainage waters of the Wellton- 
Mohawk District that d o  not form a part of the volumes of drainage waters referred to above, with the 
understanding that this remaining volume will not be replaced by substitution waters. The Commission 
shall continue to account for the drainage waters discharged below Morelos Dam as part of those described 
in the provisions of Article 10 of the Water Treaty of February 3, 1944. 

3 .  As a part of the measures referred to in point l ( a ) ,  the United States shall extend in its territory the 
concrete-lined Wellton-Mohawk bypass drain from Morelos Dam to the Arizona-Sonora international 
boundary, and operate and maintain the portions of the Wellton-Mohawk bypass drain located in the 
United States. 

4. To complete the drain referred to in point 3, Mexico, through the Commission and at the expense of 
the United States, shall construct, operate and maintain an extension of the concrete-lined bypass drain 
from the Arizona-Sonora international boundary to the Santa Clara Slough of a capacity of 353 cubic feet 
(10 cubic meters) per second. Mexico shall permit the United States to discharge through this drain to the 
Santa Clara Slough all or a portion of the Wellton-Mohawk drainage waters, the volumes of brine from 
such desalting operations in the United States as are carried out to implement the Resolution of this 
Minute, and any other volumes of brine which Mexico may agree to accept. It is understood that no  
radioactive material or nuclear wastes shall be discharged through this drain, and that the United States 
shall acquire no right to navigation, servitude or easement by reason of the existence of the drain, nor other 
legal rights, except as expressly provided in this point. 

5. Pending the conclusion by the Governments of the United States and Mexico of a comprehensive 
agreement on groundwater in the border areas, each country shall limit pumping of groundwaters in its ter- 
ritory within five miles (eight kilometers) of the Arizona-Sonora boundary near San Luis to 160,000 acre- 
feet (197,358,000 cubic meters) annually. 

6 .  With the objective of avoiding future problems, the United States and Mexico shall consult with each 
other prior to undertaking any new development of either the surface or the groundwater resources, or 
undertaking substantial modifications of present developments, in its own territory in the border area that 
might adversely affect the other country. 

7. The United States will support efforts by Mexico to obtain appropriate financing on favorable terms for 
the improvement and rehabilitation of the Mexicali Valley. The United States will also provide non- 
reimbursable assistance on a basis mutually acceptable to both countries exclusively for those aspects of the 
Mexican rehabilitation program of the Mexicali Valley relating to the salinity problem, including tile 
drainage. In order to comply with the above-mentioned purposes, both countries will undertake negotia- 
tions as soon as possible. 
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8. The United States and Mexico shall recognize the undertakings and understandings contained in this 
Resolution as constituting the permanent and definitive solution of the salinity problem referred to in the 
Joint Communique of President Richard Nixon and President Luis Echeverria dated June 17, 1972. 

9. The measures required to implement this Resolution shall be undertaken and completed at the earliest 
practical date. 

10. This Minute is subject to the express approval of both Governments by exchange of Notes. It shall 
enter into force upon such approval; provided, however, that the provisions which are dependent for their 
implementation on the construction of works or on other measures which require expenditure of funds by 
the United States, shall become effective upon the notification by the United States to Mexico of the 
authorization by the United States Congress of said funds, which will be sought promptly. 

Thereupon, the meeting adjourned. 

(signed) J .  F. Friedkin (signed) D. Herrera J .  
Commissioner of the United States Commissioner of Mexico 

(signed) F. H. Sacksteder, Jr. (signed) Fernando Rivas S .  
Secretary of the United States Section Secretary of the Mexican Section 


